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FROM : legat, Havana (64-153) | '

of the casimes are barely breaking
1w Oven. It is apparent, however, that mrimv.ga-blm;_' =tiny

|7, ., have an optimistic long-range view comcerning the eveatus
& " of gambling casimos in Cuba. In régent meaths on tho 00
: 4 ¢ & gamblers have sold interests in casinos, :
« il g number of other gamblers interested in buying those ,
i\ §1p addition, the Legat, Havana, continues to receive .
jndicating that other gamblers im the United States saxe I
to invest in and construct more casinos im Cuba &8 SOOR &S
political situation stabilizes. : R

ol

feo ETA ;L(_l; - L . ‘ el
. SUBJECT: . AMERICAN/GAMBLING ACTIVITIES IN CUBA T ARG
ANT I-RACKETEERIEG : DECLASSIFIED s
~1 . _O-R - , - '
i, Reference Havana letters August 27, and September 5-,/ ’
{“ and Miami teletype of October 23, 1858, transmittinmg information
received from Legat, Havana, ' = _
| 'Set forth below is additional information which has come
! / to the attention of the legat, Havana, conquendeg: theachiwities and
-glnterests of American gamblers im Cuba: ~ AND PIALDOFFICES . '\
a :  ADVISER FYROMPEME : N\
§  GENERAL INFORMATION: - G mars LGSR -
g% ' The disturbed political situstion ia Cuba and The resulting
5% 1 decrease in tourism has had a severe affoct im recent momths ea the
%35 gambling casimos in Havaaa, ¥ost

to

[+

on 9/29/58, T. James Ennis, manager of the Hotel
Havana-Riviera, advised that he was informed by a Plorida hotel
manager named (FNU) VON BAGEN that VON HAGEN was interested in

setting up an island-wide punch board operation in Cuba, VON BAGEK
stated that PILAR GARCIA, Chief, Cuban National police, had indicated
that he would allow such an operation if givea a percentage.

on 12/18/58,8HAVE % informed that a new gambling casimo Ll»
of small size called The— ony would shortly open up om the Isle ;

of Pines, Cuba, and that this casino would be operated by am

O dividual named BEN-FINNEY and another individual named PHIL - .
 SCHAEFER. - Gk

[T
e
, X

o %_,1’,- also informed that an individual named STANLEY
-+ ~—spENSKY, who formerly owned a aumber of houses of prostitutiom and
& slot machines in Steubenville, Chio, had just been released from

: pri where he had been “doi?g, ﬁ for murder'" and was in Havanma
¥ 1»!33 for a ganblin%“ppgr& o in which he could invest -one}.
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. j&n 11/18/58, HAV-é¥g§%§sed that an individual named SCHWAR:
who formerly worked for FRANK COSTELLO, was attempting to establish |
a gambling casino with another unknown American in the terminal R
building of the Rancho Boyeros Airport. This SCHWARTZ is believed 1, '\
be identical with JOHN SCHWARTZ who, inthe past, has been reported X' \
as checking on gambling opportunities in Cuba and who is reputed to \
have been a "front man'" for FRANK COSTELLO. ' X

3

! on 12/5/58, HAV=33 informed that a gambling casino called
' Casino del Rio was being constructed on the Rancho Boyeros highway on
the outskirts of Havana. Source stated that it appeared this casino
would be solely a.Cuban operation, - : oo

ol Sqéy. L .
I%n 12/9/58, HAV—%ﬁE%V ed that contact with airport employees
| at Rancho Boyeros Airport indicated a gambling casino would definitely v

occupy part of the new building being cpnstructgd_at_the}airport?{Q}} \?

on 12/19/58, HAV-33 advised that in addition to the casino

to be constructed at the Rancho Boyeros Airport, there were. also ‘,
indications that a gambling casino would be placed in the gggg}' "

B ~3f{gopacabana, Havana, Cuba. Source stated that FREDESVINDQ%QOSQ»\/ TOy,

‘ FBI #420934, 18 thé Cuban fronting for the casino at Rancho Boyeros (il

, “Airport and an individual named STANLE¥%$TEDNER is the individual “=—-
promoting a casino for the Hotel Copacabana. 'Cx » » ;

B . - - ‘vu“_'_‘)’fa-/ '

4

American Embassy, Havana, advised that inquiry concerning CLIFFORD A, \
JONES had been received from the Haitian Embassy in Havana, .CLIFFORD A3
szﬂﬁN§§ is the formerﬁ&ieutenantmGovernor‘prNequatho,has an interest
“§7 thé gambling casino at the Hotel Havana-Hilton. Mr. Brown indicat~ "~
. h@,that it appeared possible that JONES. was attempting to establish a
fg%ﬂﬁ,gambling operation in Haiti.
P

- On 11/26/58, Mr., James E. Brown, Jr., Consul General, | ;\

CASINOS IN OPERATION:

The foiiowing,are the major casinos operating in Havana:

. /. « .
,;HOTE?}%NAC.IONAL~GAMBLIE§,QA§I,N0=, Havange Culoa )
i i : B 12 e X e i s .
R on 9/3/58, HAV-31 advised that AMBROSE JOSEPEYIRUPPA, FBI
#136412A, aka TOM ?,MBROSE, had been employed in the gambling casino
. at the Hotel Nacionél." Source said that,TRUPPA is a cousin of JOHNNY

/i, STOMPANATO who was killed by CHERYL CRANE, the daughter of LANA TURNER.

TR
v

“

s , on 10/2/58, the English language newspaper, "The Times of
.’ .,Havana, carried an article stating that-MI cLANEY of New_ York and
‘Miami had purchased the gambling casino in the Hotel Nacional.
\ N ’ e fiéii&ﬂ '

(ifx»gjri
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. On 10/2/58, HAV—SI advised that IKE and WILLI A NEY had
complej;f the purchase of the Nacional gambling ca81no.L§Source 1ndlca

J ik )
\ fhat the new manager of the. casino is CHARLESYSCHWARTZ 454 that. ""BEDS" \ /

//1

CE would be the day boss and JOEE@GRISI the/nlght boss.- g o
On 10/22/58, HAV-31 informed Ehat SCHWARTZ and MORISI were
departing Havana the next day for the United States., Source indicated
that’ both were scheduled for a court appearance on 10/27/58, in connectio \\
with gambling arrests in Atlantic Clty, New Jersey, on 9/9/58
l ' " On 10/20/58 Tom Kelley, resident manager of the Hotel Na01ona1 u\
\ (conceal), informed that LOU%EHESTER a Toronto stockbroker, is'%ank-( .
rolling". MIKE McLANEY in the b11ng ca51no 1n the Hotel Na01ona1,,h;'

LA . =
«g;;ﬁAﬂ. on 11/26/58 HAV-31 informed that the following individuals
}“"Eaﬁe interests in the gambling casino at the Hotel Nacional:. WILLIAM
~¥-0'BRIEN, HERMAN "STUMPY'AGRMAN, CHARLES ‘SCHWARTZ, CHARLESMMYERSON,

A Hillsdale, New Jersey, and MIKE %IcLANEY. - Source stated further that

" the followiag three individuals have been brought in by the new group

, ‘of 1ntemest holders to work ins the casino and might also have interests

% in it: CFRE 7MASUCCI, VINCENeﬁm‘f»p, Belmar, New Jersey, and ' NATHAN
"CQAﬁ?Y?ﬂ QBERMA§5> CJ{/‘“

g . Oon 10/29/58 HAV-31 informed that ANTHONY RANDAZZO, Dade

i County Sheriff's Offlce No; 179194, had been in the Hotel Nacional

| in the company of other 1nd1v1duals using the names,of  MILANO and X

g LOMBARDI, T? 1147/58 HAV-4 informed that DOMINIC ARDO,.CARMEN f

-MILANO and PETERTMILANO arrived in Havana on 10/29/5 » via Pan AmerJ.can1

" 'Airways from Miami, Florida. Source said they stayed at the Havana- /ag,g

. Hilton Hotel and 1ndlcated they were from Cleveland, Ohio, 'HAV-4 i

. informed that they departed Havana on 10/30/58, via pan American

' A1rways, flight 41&# for Miami. Source note] that an individual

using the name CA VENS accompanled them ngcﬁ
J \ fLbe:

;ﬁHOTEL*},&ER'I _CASINO: Tubr
- A [ FT B 1 s (s_&ﬁf} "

“10/20/58 PCI Afthur Newman (conceal), credit manager of
the Hotel Nacional gambling casino, informed that WILLIAM GUSTO
BISCHOFF, with alias LEFTY CLARK (Miami Top Hoodlum) had quit his job
as manager of the gambllng casino_at the Tropicana Night Club and had

‘\purchased a piece of the Umoney game' in the Hotel Capri casino,

f On 10/22/58, HAV-31 informed that EDWARD DI FEDERICO helps
protect the interests of NICHOLAS DI COSTANZO in the Hotel Capri casino., j
- Source stated that DI COSTANZO. is considered by gamblers in Havana to 1
be "FRANK ERICKSON's boy.'" DI COSTANZO, together with CHARLES TOURINE, |
. with alias CHARLES WHITE (Miami Top Hoodlum) are considered.the. 1ead1ng i
/flgures among a . large. -group of interest holders in the Capri casino;

Cierd 4

On 10/31/58, HAV-33 informed that ANTHO ILLTANS™ the 1’
brother of Boston Top Hoodlum JOHN WILLIAMS, is employed as an 1nspectorru7

1n the Hotel Capr1 gambling cas1no.‘ Ve { /
; | - CONFDENTIAL- & e L/
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. .. On 10/13/58, Bertin Perez, manager of the Hotel Capri,
advised that the following individuals were staying in the hotel .and
that he believed these individuals to be'assogiateS'of’JOHN WILLIAMS:

o ffDOMINICKYBRAMANTE, J, L:-%PT BLAZI, SALVATO INALO, all of Boston
»}%%Massachhé%ttsQ . f RER AN ‘4"41;_4 A S e el
N . On 11/7/58, HAV-33 informed that WILLIAM GUSTO BISCHOFF

has the-'"money game" (a craps game) at the Hotel Capri. casino,
e CULBE - epoa e R EERAERe e
\[ _On 11/21/58, HAV-33"fformed: that on 11/17/58, He had observed
ANTHONQXBTASSI, with alias TONY:ROGERS, in the gambling casino at the
'y Hotel Capri. .STASSI is the brother of ‘JOE STASSI, partner of SANTO .
/ TRAFFICANTE (Miami Top Hoodlum) in the Sans Souci Night Club,

/!

, -»HOTEY-X%AMANA;RIXLE_BA%CA”S«LNQJ - Havawa, Cube o

}
!
Y

- On 8/26/58, T, James 'Ennis'\},g' mentioned above, advised that
\ DANIEL %&XJEA‘SSARIELLO and ANTHONY M(PHSSARIELLO had registered at
J@N’the.HoteL avana-Riviera on'8/8/58;/:They both gave a home address of
- 624 Robinson Terrace, Union, New Jersey. Their reservations were taken
by assistant manager Pinto, who works for the gambling casino, and
their accommodations were paid for by IRVING FELDMAN, one/of the
interest holders in the casino in the hotel, "
; S R PR R C:LLE?¥ o

f ‘On 8/21/58, Mr. Ennis informed that VINCEN Y  “stayed at
L_ the Riviera from August 3 to August 5, 1958, His bill was paid for
by the gambling»qa‘sino° , E . . ‘ .

]

, 4 On 18/2/58, HAV-31 informed that JACK LANSKY (Miami Top Hoodlum)
+ Who had formerly managed the gambling casino at _the Hotel Nacional had
become manager of the gambling casino at the Hotel Havana-Riviera as a
result of the sale of the Nacional gambling casino. - Source noted that
EDWARD CELLINI, who had worked as night boss for LANSKY at the Nacional,
would .go with him to the Riviera. '

On 11/25/58, HAV-33 informed that MEYE NSKY, HARR¥rSﬁiTH
and other individuals who had interests in the éinovat'the Hotel
Havana-Riviera, had held a meeting concerning gambling operations there,

- Source was unable to furnish turther detgils concerning thglmeetingé

.

| / On 12/5/58, HAV-33 verified that JACK LANSKY is managing
the casino at the Hotel'Hayana-Riviera. . L T

: - On 12/3/58, HAV-31l informed that the following individuals
nown to have interests in the Hotel’Havana-RiY era casino: MEYER
| { LANSKY, HARRY and. BEy"SMITH,‘ IRVIN%‘APELDMAN», SANTO{TRAFFICANTE and
z J DINQJCELLINI, N . Lo <
T . . oL

| e 4

CULBA

i
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12/9/5 /Neil Walsh, assistant manager, Hotel Rlviera,
advised that CHARLE ON, an interest holder in the Tropicana in
Las Vegas, Nevada, had recently purchased a substantial interest in.

" the Havana-Riviera Hotel and gambling casino. BARON reportedly
purchased the interests of HARRY and BEN SMITH. On 12/18/58, HAV-31 .
informed that BARON was a:well known automobile dealer' in Chicago,

1111n01s,'

A
QIEBLEEAUVILLE CASINO I%QL,LN&M b o
m Cus fThe prlnci . interest holders in the Deauv1lle casino [/ /8-

continueto be SANTQM¥TRAFFICANTE and EVARISTﬂjﬁARCIA, a Cuban "bollfﬁ"*” {
~banker,.. .On 9/9/58, I Alberto Suarez Aleman ‘(conceal) advised that .
HENR&%&UEINO, the manager of the Deauville Casino, and SANTO TRAFFICANTE
had ! ispute and as a result RUBINO had quit his job. '

S B.a

e on 10/28/58, PCI Arthur ‘Newman advised that the rental cost

of the Deauville ca51no is-one of the lowest in Havana, only $65,000

a year. .

ol

Cisma
. - On 12/11/58 Albert Vaughan, INS representative in Havana,
informed that FRANK*EﬁMMARATA, who recently completed serving a sentence
in Michigan State Penitentiary, had been arrested by the Cuban police
~at the Hotel Deauville. At the time of arrest he was rooming with
- PETER A<{ FERRARI, FBI #733656. Mr. Vaughan indicated that it appeared
CAMMARA g?fuld be . deported by the Cuban Government as an undesirable.
W |
—"0n 12/19/58, HAE&SS 1nformed that MILO BELL appears to be
the manager of the. Deauv1lle casino for SANTO TRAFFICANTE,

: On 12/18/58 HAV-31 informed that JOHN WILLIAMS, mentioned
above, had purchased an 1nterest 1n the Deauville ca51no. N

HOTHFST.. JOHNS CASINO: ;«mu @y \,,q, puw @,,

- on.12/3/58, HAV-31 informed that the following indjwiduals .

are known to hav%,interests in.the St. Johns casino: ANGEIZN\GONZALEZ
% MGONZALEZD CALEEL;STMON, EDWARDj;CELLINI and JOBN WILLIAMS. Source noted |
\\ further that SANTO. TRAFFICANTE has a hidden interest in this casino and ;

that his 1nterest is protected by GQNZALEZ

\ On 10/31/58 HAV-33 1nformed that he had recelved information
that the fOIIOW1ng add1t10nal Cubans also.had interests in the St. Johns
casino: ENRIQUﬁjimﬂAN MIG CIA, and CARLOSALOMBARDIA. - Source
stated that all the 1nterest hlolders had invested $30,000 . each in this

operatlon,. . mj;:L}f%Jét,a
CONRDENTIA!

}. B . . ) .
t“ : _ . ' o \
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on 11/19/58, HAV-31 informed that an individual named FRANK '

BYRD is reputed to have a substantial interest in the gambling casino i
in the Hotel Plaza. Source noted that JOEMSTASSI, FBI #559327, has at*%if
least - 50% of this casino, Source noted that the. casino Was closed down
by the Cuban Army Military Intelligence Service (SIM) on 11/19/58, and
that STASSI's ;son had been arrested by SIM, Source stated it appeared
that . IRENALDOMXGARCIA BAEZ, chief of SIM, was attempting to 'shake down"

% the casino. oferators’i! Source noted that AMLETTO BATISTI Cuban Congress-
~-man and owner of the Hotel Sevilla-Biltmore_ casino, had. been feeling

the" competition from the Plaza casino and might have used his political KV7
{

influence to cause the closing of the Plaza ca31no by SIMo
‘}[ ~

Oon 11/21/58, HAV-33 informed that the followxng individuals
ad been obser ed in the casino.at the Hotel Plaza: J ASSI,, GEORGE
LMY VINE, JACK) REIDLANDER, FRAN TILE, GEORQ;&gﬂERMAN, MILT 1D,
1 3 and . ANTHON»'STASSI° On 12/5 58 HAV—33 adv1sed that the operators .
i of the Plaza casino had "made a deal" with’ SIM and that they were

X operatlng smoothly. S . : N , %LEM}. |

; “On 11/26/58, PCI Arthur Newman stated that JOE STASSI and ‘
GEORGE SHERMAN have substantial interests in the Hotel Plaza gambling .
casino. Source noted that the PLAZA was doing well as a "sawdust joint"
although initially the operators of the casino had made a . mistake in
not taking in some Cuban interest holders. Source noted as a result
in the beginning the casino had had no local protection and had been
hounded by the police for "shake down' money until agreements with
local law enforcement offlclals were reached.

"On 12/3/58, HAV-31 informed that the following are some of *
the 1nd1viduals with interests in the gambling casino at the Hotel Plaza~
FRANK BYRD, JOE STASSI;, ROBERT "HMUSCLES" MARTIN, GEORGE ‘SHERMAN, PETE
. ‘SARNO, MIDTON SEID and FRANK GENTILE, On 12/18/58, HAV-31l informed.
that JOHN WILLIAMS (Boston Top Hoodlum) has an 1nterested in the Plaza
casino:; =~ Source noted that JACK FREIDLANDER is also an interest holder i

in the casino.

HOTEﬂXHAVANA-HluTON CASINO: ,4QA,&31& (;“;Q;

/ ’F{xrﬂc‘lﬂ.

., HAV-31 advised on 11/19/58, that CHARL UDNER%1th alias
Charlm@ﬁ@noad, is now the biggest single interest holder in the Havana-
Hilton casino with an interest of 25%. : ' .

Cb &

Oon 12/5/58, HAV-33 informed that JOE SILESI (New York Top
Hoodlum) continues to manage the gambling casino in the Hotel Havana-
Hilton with the ass1stance of LARRY SNOLSKY. -

o © - CONHDENTIAL ©

L ’ - I ) : . e 4

|
|
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On 12/3/58 HAV-31 informed that! the following individu s
were considered to. be the principal 1nterest holders in the gamb

casino gﬁ the Havanagflilton Hotel:\ CHARLES 'BRUDNER, FRANK "REDYG ED
ROBERTOTMENDOZA, JOEXSILESI, RABEGONZALEZ and SANTO,@RAFFICANTE ) Ciy
h‘\: W
: Oon- 12/19/58 'HAV-33 informed that SILESI is frequently seen e
in the Havana—Hllton cas;no in the company of his. wife, ANNA, o
HOTELJCOMODORO CASINO: »u-»(,&)/i Mo Codsa S |
oo !\ I SR o o 1 66 , @6/‘1 . .

On 8/23/58 HAV~4 informed that RALPHjﬁ’}NA was actlng as -~
manager of the gambling casino at the Hotel Comodoro. Source stated J%
that the pr1nc1pal 1nterest holder in thls ca51no is SANTO TRAFFICANTE

On 9/24/58 HAV-Sl informed that an indlvidual named "SAL"
had replaced RALPH REINA as manager of the. gambllng casino in the . [
Hotel Comodoro,. Source noted that "SAL" had been installed by SANTO | |
TRAFFICANTE. Source said that the following threg employees had been
released from the casino by "SAL:" TOMMY. "GAGQ;%%AGLIANO JOSEPH

AW>LTAMBURRO and JERR¥M ICHAELS.. Source said that “these 1nd1viauais Rad
indicated that TRANFICANTE had made "SAL" mandger of the casino becausec’y,
"that is what SANTO .will do for you if 'you kill ANASTASIA. ' Source // ‘g

noted that he was ‘disinclined to, belleve that "SAL" had anythlng to
" do with ANASTASIA'S murder°

On 9/21/58, HAV-33 informed that SALVATO %%%@@é the
manager of the casino in the Hotel Comodoro and that he is a close
friend of one RAFAEL COLLARES, a member of the Cuban Secret Police.
Source noted that RALPH REINA had left for the United States,’

On 11/21/58 HAV-33 informed that SALVATORE SCALIA had

recently shot his own girlfriend. - Source said. that because of resulting
bad publicity SANTO TRAFFICANTE had removed SCALIA from his job as
manager of the Comodoro casino. ©On 12/5/58, HAV-33 informed that

’ ERNANDEZ is the new manager of the Comodoro casino. Source

CU@(nOted that FERNANDEZ was reportedly born in Italy and 1ate: went to

-i2»New York where he ‘was associated with the Italian element. Source
said that ‘subsequently FERNANDEZ went to Florida where he worked with
associates of SANTO TRAFFICANTE. Source noted that FERNANDEZ is residing.
in room 306 at the Hotel Comodoroo,

on 12/18/58, HAV-31 informed that FERNANDEZ is a gambler
from Tampa, Flor1da, that he at one time worked in.a furniture store
in Washington, D..C., and that there were indlcatlons he would marry

a girl named BERMAN from Washington, b. C.

N In connectlon with SALVATORE SCALIA, information was received
by the Legat Havana, that on 11/14/58, SCALIA was arrested by Cuban
police in connectio with the shooting of a_Cuban girl reported to_be
SCALIA'S mlstress° t. v-32 has adv1sed that subsequent to SCALIA':]yLy@(

_7-4 i ;;)Z( mm‘
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that LEVINE had $10,000 or $

ot of 199 {44HSC- 2107 Hote) o

12/29/58 N

ENTIAL

and Trust Company, East’Hillerancég Ross.lyn, New York. - MEDINA

cks in another paper

bag which he wanted cashed but that-MEDINA refused to handle either

transaction, MEDINA said in view of the fact that LEVINE is™ '

presently being sued by persons owning the Oriental Park Race Track,

it was possible he was trying to sneak some of the assets of the

track out of Cuba. According to source, LEVINE claimed that KEILLY
’ had been arrested and needed the $20,000 to make bond. o

| _ The December 10, 1958, edition of "Informacion," a Cuban
? Spanish language newspaper, contained an article indicating that
MILTON WYNNE had purchased an interest in the Oriental Park Race
| Track and would operate it as a partner with GEORGE LEVINE. -

‘' for the Belmont Park Race Track in New York and had subsequently
+, been associated with horse racing in Puerto Rico. . R

I e . . A -
[ 1AS VEGAS_NIGHT CLUB CASING:  Hdp aua, Cok al
on 9/26/58, HAV-33 informed that LUCIENFK
[ previously been one of the owners of the Las Vegas Night Club’
, located at Infanta and 25th Streets in Havana. Source stated,
| however, that in May, 1958, RIVARD. had sold his interest in this
; night club and had left Cuba.. Source said there was no indication
|

that he had yet returned.

, Extra copies of this letter have been prepared for
forwarding by the Bureau to the following offices as indicated:

‘ New York (2)
: Albany (1) .
r ' CMiami (2) .
rf Cleveland (1)
. salt Lake City (1)
1

3 Newark (1) = . .
1L Cincinnati (1)
j Boston (1) . .
| 2 )
) \ 4
‘ L ‘~’¢1"”i’4 ‘
K AT
- - !/. ‘\\
L P ! r/’ ri? ky .
N . -9- %JO WL ﬁ!i?,
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said LEVINE had the $20,000 fg paper . MEDINA stated further
it Wy"qrth?@ﬁhe : p

N According to the article, WYNNE had previously been legal representative

VARD had Coik o)

L T




